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3io Synopses of Important Articles. [Nov., 



The Neronic Date of the Apocalypse Untenable.*— Two dates are given 
(1) reign of Nero, about 68 A.D. ; (2) reign of Domitian, about 95 or 96. For (1) 
there is no external evidence ; for (2) Irenaeus, it is claimed, was speaking from 
knowledge when he declared that the Revelation was seen not long since, but 
almost in his generation, near the close of Domitian's reign. Concerning the 
internal evidence for (1) it may be noted (a) that the use of the term "lord's day" 
as the common term for the first day of the week shows that the book was written 
long after Nero's reign ; (b) the difference between the Greek of this book and of 
the Gospel is explained by the ecstasy of the writer and by the difference of the 
subject matter in the case of the Apocalypse. It is prophetic, full of strange 
details, Old Testament phrases, (c) Instead of the Apocalypse being the connect- 
ing link between the Synoptists and the fourth Gospel, the same truths are 
expressed in each, and the Apocalypse has a more developed form of the same 
truths than the Gospel, though, doubtless, the Gospel and Epistles of John were 
written later. Is it natural that such lofty developments of truth as the Revelation 
exhibits belong to the earliest apostolic age ? Note other specific characteristics 
of the book, arguing for the later date : — (1) the conception of the church as 
divided into sections — " seven golden candlesticks "; (2) the degenerate state of 
the churches ; (3) use of the Lamb as a proper name ; (4) the phrase, the books of 
life, is used in a highly developed sense ; (5) other unique and peculiar words and 
phrases denoting an advanced state of doctrinal conception. All this constrains 
us to reject the early date. 

A strong statement in behalf of the older date for the Apocalypse. Note that the argument lies 
along the lines of historical and literary criticism. The weapons of " criticism " can be wielded 
as effectually by the friends as by the foes of " orthodoxy." 



What is a Revelation ?f — In its highest sense, anything is a revelation to us 
when the riddle of the life we lead and the deep mystery of the universe is solved, 
or seems to be solved by a vision that comes — no matter how — showing us its 
real meaning and purport, solving its perplexity and giving us intellectual repose. 
Revealed religion is that which comes in the long brooding and reflection of 
superior minds upon the deeper law and the hidden meaning of human life. The 
common view, seen in the claims of all religions, is that each particular religion 
has a monopoly of revelation. Hindoos and Christians alike claim that their 
Bibles are inspired. Taking the Christian Scriptures we find that the Old Testa- 
ment is a collection of fragments out of a mass of writings which, produced in 
creative ages, has been idealized as perfect and complete by a later and feebler 
generation. Criticism brings us back through all external proofs to the perpetual 
seat of inspiration in the individual soul. Granting that something is revealed, 
what is it — a state of mind? or an objective reality? If the latter, how can an 
internal revelation, not verified in experience, have validity? (1) We recognize 

* By Principal David Brown, D.D., in The Expositor, Oct., 1889, pp. 272-288. 
t By Philo, in The Unitarian Review, Oct., 1889, pp. 289-309. 



